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Transform The Home
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Building mature followers of Jesus
through the Church and home.
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The Winter 2018 Connect Group Semester begins Sunday, January 14. Connect Groups meet weekly unless
otherwise designated. Please call your group leader to confirm the starting date and time of your particular
group.
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Dear Friends,
I am inviting you to join us this winter in one of our Connect Groups for ongoing spiritual
transformation! We summarize Jesus’ Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 as our
church mission statement: “Building mature followers of Jesus through the Church and
home.”
Our Connect Groups are one of the primary ways you can feel part of our church family.
Our Sunday morning worship times are like a large weekly family reunion, and our small
groups provide a much more personal conversation, prayer, and application of Scripture.
Finally, I am fully committed to teach everyone in our church how to hear God speak
personally through His written Word! I have created a book that teaches a method of
listening prayer called P.R.A.Y. Scripture. In addition to using this method in your private
time with Jesus, we also have created groups where you can learn and grow with others
as you hear and respond to the Holy Spirit.
I am praying for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our church as we begin 2018
together!
With great expectancy,

Stan Hinshaw
Lead Pastor
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to change in character or condition
I am so grateful you have taken the first steps in heart transformation by picking up a First
Friends Church Winter/Spring Connect Group Directory! I pray you find a group where you
can open the Word of God with the Spirit of God Who gives room to transform your heart and
mind like Jesus.
We offer groups on different days of the week and at different times of day on a variety of
topics that appeal to a wide demographic-male, female, married, single, children, no children,
young adult, seniors, working, and retired. In this way everyone should be able to find and
participate in a group where they are growing and being transformed into mature followers
of Jesus.
If you aren’t sure which group to choose, I offer these guidelines:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Look at groups targeted to your age, gender and/or marital status as well as
those open to anyone.
Look at the day and times of each group. Find those that fit with your schedule.
Some groups meet at the church and some in the leader’s home. Consider the
setting in which you feel most comfortable.
Consider your time restraints. Are you in a season with young children or long
work hours where a homework filled Bible study would be difficult and therefore
affect how much you would actually get out of the study? Then consider
a P. R. A. Y. Scripture group that requires only 15-20 minutes of reading and
journaling 3 times per week.
Are you in a season of life where you desire more in-depth study and are
afforded more time to read and complete homework? Then consider a group
where there is homework and more in depth Bible study.

I pray you call upon the Lord to guide you.
“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord.” Jeremiah
29:12-14
Seeking to be transformed with you,

Theresa Maxin
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At First Friends Church, we desire to see you grow and thrive in your
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Wherever you are in your journey
with Him we believe that a spiritual “road map” will help you become who
Christ has called you to be for Him. This guide is recommended to every
believer, young and old, to keep you moving along life’s path.

Starting Point: This class is for people who are curious
about God, have a new relationship with Jesus Christ, or
are returning to church after being away for a while. Not
being offered this semester.

Belong Class: This class is a part of our membership

process where we explore what it means to be part of First
Friends Church and the body of Christ. Belong weekend
sessions are a requirement for those interested in
becoming a member of First Friends Church. This half-day
class will be held Saturday, February 3 and again April 28.

Sign up for a Connect Group at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups
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Financial Peace University: Dave Ramsey's Financial

Peace University is a life changing program that trains and
educates in the handling of money and finances in a biblical
and practical manner. Not being offered this semester.
Foundations “Rooted and Grounded”: This class is
designed to give you biblical Christ-centered foundations
to build upon. This eight week course will focus on the basic
tenets and doctrines of the Christian faith. Not being offered
this semester.

S.H.A.P.E. Author Erik Rees helps you discover God’s unique
purpose for your life based on the way God has shaped you.
In this class you will uncover the secrets of your own deeply
personal makeup. Not being offered this semester.

(See rest of directory for all classes and ministries)
Winter semester begins January 14, 2018
Age specific classes and ministries
Adult Connect Groups
Children and Adult Sunday morning classes

7

Core Classes are for the purpose of communicating essential information we believe is
necessary to live as a disciple of Jesus within the “family” of First Friends Church. Together
these courses form a foundation of what you believe, why you believe it, and how to serve
and support the body of Christ. Believers at all levels of maturity, those new to First Friends,
and those returning to church after being away for awhile, will benefit from these courses.

Starting Point
Not being offered this
semester

This class is for people who are curious about God, have
a new relationship with Jesus Christ, or are returning to
church after being away for a while.

Belong Membership Class
Pastor Stan Hinshaw
330.966.2800

If you are interested in becoming a member of First Friends
Church, this class is a requirement. In this half-day class, we
will explore what it means to be part of First Friends Church
and the body of Christ.
Requirements: Bible
February 3 or April 28, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Child Care: yes
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E-102

Financial Peace University
Not being offered this
semester

This 9-week, life-changing class taught by Dave Ramsey
and the FPU teaching team on video and coordinated
by the First Friends Stewardship Ministry team will help
you achieve your financial goals by showing you how to
eliminate debt, save for the future, and give like never
before. You will be challenged to make a plan for your
money and change your family tree forever.

Foundations “Rooted and Grounded”
Not being offered this
semester

This class is designed to give you biblical Christ-centered
foundations to build upon. This eight-week course will
focus on the basic tenets and doctrines of the Christian
faith.

S. H. A. P. E.
Not being offered this
semester

Discover your unique Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality, and Experiences. This study, including a
personality assessment, will show you how to unlock your
potential, find your spiritual goal, and explore God’s plan
for your life.

Sign up for a Core Class at firstfriends.org/get-involved/connect-groups
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What would change in your life if you expected God to speak to you through
His Word every time you opened it…and He did? God speaks to us today
through worship, prayer, people, and circumstances but the primary way He
speaks is through the Scripture.
P.R.A.Y. Scripture is an acronym for a method I have created for listening prayer
to hear God’s voice through His Word. This method is based in the ancient
practice of sacred reading, slowly reflecting, and simply responding to the
thoughts and impressions the Holy Spirit gives through Scripture.
You learn to P.R.A.Y. Scripture in your personal quiet time during the week, write
down what God reveals to you, and then share it with others in a small group.
Learning to hear God speak through Scripture takes practice and is best learned
and enjoyed with others, which is why we are creating new P.R.A.Y. Scripture
small groups.
You will find P.R.A.Y. Scripture groups to join listed on the next page or you can
start one of your own. My wife, Betsy, and I are also teaching parents how to
practice this with their children on Wednesday nights at 7:00pm.
Please join us this winter as we deepen our understanding of what the Bible
calls Gospel (“Good News”), and as we challenge ourselves into living and
sharing that Good News.
We will be using selected passages from the Book of Luke as our P.R.A.Y.
Scripture passages, which will also go along with the Sunday morning
messages.

Pastor Stan
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DAY/TIME

LEADER

LOCATION

Wednesday
7:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 am
Sunday
5:30 pm

Theresa
Maxin
Randy & Susan
Morgan
Jeff & Jennifer
Finefrock

L-2

Leader’s
Home

DAY/TIME

LEADER

LOCATION

Wednesday
7:00 pm

Stan & Betsy
Hinshaw

L-3

DAY/TIME

LEADER

LOCATION

Sunday
11:30 am

Peter & Paula
Guiler

E-104

DAY/TIME

LEADER

LOCATION

Wednesday
7:00 pm

Annette
Turkson

E-104

DAY/TIME

LEADER

LOCATION

Tuesday
7:00 am
Wednesday
7:00 am

Shawn
Yost
Stan
Hinshaw

Café

L-2

Café
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Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who
share their experience, strength and hope with each other so
that they may solve their common problem and help others to
recover from alcoholism. This is a closed meeting of Alcoholics
Anonymous. Attendance is limited to persons who have a
desire to stop drinking. If you think you have problem with
alcohol, you are welcome to attend this meeting. We ask that
when discussing our problems, we confine ourselves to those
problems as they relate to alcoholism. Free class.
Monday, 7:00 pm

E-101

Child Care: yes

Divorce Recovery
Not being offered this
semester

This 9-week workshop is for anyone who is separated,
divorced or going through a divorce. Our team will walk with
you on your journey to healing and hope. Experience and
learn that there is life after a divorce. All of the leaders have
experienced the tragedy and the pain that is associated with
going through a divorce. Here you will find friends, resources
and support.

Gamblers Anonymous
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS is a fellowship of men and women
who share their experiences, strength and hope with each
other so that they may solve their common problem and help
others to recover from a gambling problem. This is a closed
meeting, meaning only those with a gambling problem or
with a desire to stop gambling are eligible to attend and
participate.
Monday, 7:00 pm
12

E-111

Child Care: yes

Celebrate Recovery
Recovery. Help. Healing. Celebrate Recovery is a weekly
gathering of people who want to be free from their hurts,
habits and hang-ups. These things can get in the way of us
living our lives to the fullest and can include anxiety, grief,
addictions to sex, drugs, alcohol and food. This experience
is a safe place to remain anonymous while being “changed”
in this 12-step Christ-centered program. No need to register
or RSVP. Newcomers are welcome anytime!
Thursday, 6:30 - 8 pm

E-111

Child Care: yes
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Connect Groups are designed to bring individuals together to Connect with Jesus, one
another, and with First Friends Church. One of the primary reasons for Connect Groups is
to provide spiritual formation and life change in the context of relationship and prayer.

Marriage & Family
Monday Night Couples Bible Study
Ben & Emily Croston
330.417.4902

This group is for married couples of all ages and in any
stage of life. We meet every other Monday evening and
rotate between marriage-focused study and deeper biblical
study. We hope to challenge and encourage all couples in
their marriages no matter what obstacles with which they
are struggling. We also include food and fellowship at all
our gatherings; we hope you can join us! Begins January 15.
Requirements: Bible
Every other Monday, 6:30 pm

E-102

Child Care: yes

Extreme Grandparenting
Jan Ross and
Dan & Barb Shell

You have a significant chance to impact a child’s life for
eternity. Tim Kimmel’s Extreme Grandparenting is a second
chance for all the “should haves” and “ought tos” that the
busyness and demands of parenthood kept you from
doing. This 8-session video study shows you how to be the
best grandparent you can be and leave a legacy of faith that
lasts for eternity. Begins January 17 and continues through
March 14.
For grandparents with grandchildren under age 18
Requirements: Extreme Grandparenting Study Guide ($8)
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Wednesday, 7:00 pm

L-42

Child Care: yes		

It Starts at Home
Shawn & Mary Yost
330.966.2800

In this 6-session video study by Matt Chandler, we will
examine biblical and tangible ways that parents can build
a legacy of faith in their children that follows them to
college and into adulthood. For couples, single parents,
and blended families with children in the home. Begins
January 17 and continues through February 28.
Requirements: Bible, It Starts at Home
Wednesday, 7:00 pm

E-102

Child Care: yes

P.R.A.Y. Scripture for Parents
Stan & Betsy
Hinshaw
330.966.2800

Learning to hear God speak to us in Scripture is a skill that
takes practice. Teaching our children and grandchildren
how to read the Bible and expect God’s Spirit to give
us His words, thoughts, and impressions is vital for the
next generation. Join Pastor Stan and Betsy as they lead
parents in the practice of listening prayer through
P.R.A.Y. Scripture, and how to pass this skill on to their
children. January 17 - April 25
For parents of elementary and middle school aged
children
Requirements: Bible
Wednesday, 7:00 pm

L-3

Child Care: yes

Women
Women Of Faith
Jeanne Newmeyer

Widows of all ages can benefit from the insights of Mariam
Neff in her book, From One Widow To Another. As a new
woman with a new mission, this 10-week study helps
others to embrace a new future of caring, tenderness, and
opportunity, all born of a new power. It’s called faith! The
book of Ruth, a story filled with hope, will also be studied as
P.R.A.Y. Scripture for this group.
Requirements: Bible, From One Widow to Another by Mariam
Neff ($8)

Sunday, 9:00 am

E-108

Child Care: yes
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P.R.A.Y. Scripture for Women
Annette Turkson
330.280.6114

Beginning January 17 and continuing through April 29, we will
be studying the book of Luke using P.R.A.Y. Scripture. See a
more in-depth description of P.R.A.Y. Scripture on page 10.
This group is open to women of all ages.
Requirements: Bible, Journal
Wednesday, 7:00 pm

E-104		

Child Care: yes

The Quest
Monica Middleton
330.212.5471

Join women of all ages as we complete Beth Moore’s newest
study, The Quest: An Excursion Toward Intimacy With God. This
quest is about you and God, about hearing God through
His Word and speaking back, about generating relationship
with Him. We hope to see you there! Study guide can be
purchased in class for $15. Class will begin on January 17 and
continue through February 28.
Requirements: Bible, Study guide ($15)
Wednesday, 6:30 - 8:15 pm

L-43

Child Care: yes

Wednesday Morning Women's Bible Study
Laurel Notturno &
Darcy Friel
330.268.8119

Join women of all ages as we pray and grow in knowledge
and grace while enjoying one another’s fellowship and
friendship. We will be discussing the insights found in
Priscilla Shirer’s new and updated Discerning the Voice of
God: How to Recognize When God Speaks. The study
guide will be available at the first session, February 7, for
$13.00 (includes 5 days of homework that coordinate with
class discussions and video content featuring Priscilla
Shirer.)
Our study will conclude on March 21. Throughout Scripture
God paints a picture of His relationship with His followers
as one in which He responds and speaks. We may claim to
believe that God speaks, but we are secretly discouraged
because we don’t see evidence of His voice in our lives.
Through the study of God’s Word and the guidance of the
Holy Spirit we will learn to look expectantly and eagerly
for the response God gives to us as we become better
equipped to hear the magnificient voice of our great God.
Requirements: Bible, Discerning the Voice of God: How to
Recognize When God Speaks, by Priscilla Shirer ($13)
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Wednesday, 9:00 am

L-42

Child Care: yes

Mom Connection
Laura Carmany
330.575.4184

Mom Connection is geared toward moms of pre-k and
elementary aged children who enjoy connecting with and
sharing advice with other moms in the same phase of life.
This winter we will study Gary Chapmen’s 5 Love Languages
of Children. Begins January 16 and ends April 24.
Requirements: Bible
Tuesday, 9:15 am		

E-102		

Child Care: yes

Men

P.R.A.Y. Scripture for Men
Shawn Yost
330.966.2800

Beginning January 16, we will be studying the book
of Luke using P.R.A.Y. Scripture. See a more in-depth
description of P.R.A.Y. Scripture on page 10.
Requirements: Bible
Tuesday, 7:00 am

Café

Child Care: no

P.R.A.Y. Scripture for Men
Stan Hinshaw
330.966.2800

Join men of all ages as we study thematic passages from
the Gospels for a deeper understanding of living and
sharing the Gospel. See a more in-depth description of
P.R.A.Y. Scripture on page 10. Beginning January 17 and
continuing through April 25.
Requirements: Bible
Wednesday, 7:00 am

Café

Child Care: no

Men’s Wednesday Morning Study
Paul Johnson & Larry
Snyder
330.966.2800

This is a time for men to come together for fellowship and
great food – both physical food and spiritual food from
the Word of God. We study various books of the Bible and
welcome new members at anytime. Come join us if you can.
Wednesday, 7:00 am
			

Mike’s Family Restaurant
(formerly Blue Fig)
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Open To All
CONNECT (Young adults)
Yuvonne Millican & Jerry
Ledgerwood
330.455.5092

Connect is for college age and career young adults
desiring an in-depth, interactive study on the life of Jesus
as recorded in the last chapters of the Gospel of Luke. Our
primary concern as we look at the scriptures is to invite the
Spirit to reveal new truth to our hearts for the purpose of
transformation. We consistently challenge and inspire each
other to reach our potential in Christ. We are also a group
who care deeply for each other in prayer and enjoy hanging
out together. Please join us! Your generation needs you to
be strong and courageous. Begins January 3 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible
Wednesday, 8:30 pm

L-6

Child Care: no		

Glenn Zimmerman’s Connect Group
Glenn Zimmerman
330.407.1790

This group is open to anyone who desires an in-depth,
expository study of the Bible in community with other
believers. This winter and spring, we will continue our study
of the Gospel of Matthew. January 17 - April 25.
Requirements: Bible
Wednesday, 7:00 pm

E-108

Child Care: yes		

P.R.A.Y. Scripture for All
Theresa Maxin
330.966.2800

Beginning January 17 and continuing through April 25, we
will be studying the book of Luke using P.R.A.Y. Scripture.
See a more in-depth description of P.R.A.Y. Scripture on
page 10.
Requirements: Bible
Wednesday, 7:00 pm

L-2
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TJ McDonald’s Connect Group
TJ McDonald
330.966.2800

Open to all 18-35 year olds wanting to connect through
worship and study of God’s Word. We will study Psalm 119
using Matt Chandler’s video curriculum as we explore the
power of God’s Word in the lives of believers and its ability
to provide a warm blanket to the soul during the dark
times of life. Begins January 16
Requirements: Bible, Journal
Tuesday, 7:00 pm

Leader’s Home

Child Care: no

Call for details

House-to-House
Dave & Elaine Griswold
330.494.8449

We are a group of senior adults who actively encourage
and support each other through Bible study, prayer and
fellowship for the purpose of building strong individuals in
Christ and to grow in our relationships as men and women
of God. We meet weekly in our homes to share insights,
our lives, food and fun. Join anytime! Begins January 16.
Requirements: Bible
Tuesday, 7:00 pm

Call for group locations

Child Care: no		

Senior Adults Bible Study
Jim & Adelle Yost
330.832.1052

We are a group of senior adults who meet weekly to
study the Word of God and encourage and pray for one
another. This Winter we will continue to study the book of
Colossians. Begins January 8 and will continue through April
30.
Requirements: Bible
Monday, 10:00 am

L-41

Child Care: no
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Pause for Prayer
Dave & Elaine Griswold
330.494.8449

Join other adults as we direct our prayers to God’s throne
in an atmosphere of sharing, worship and prayer. We bring
heaven to earth and God gives us prayers of His heart to
pray (prayers for our church, our leadership, and His Church
at large). Join anytime. Begins January15.
Monday, 7:00 pm

E-104

Child Care: no		

P.R.A.Y. Scripture For All
Jeff & Jennifer
Finefrock
216.200.9196

We will follow along with Pastor Stan’s series from the
Gospel of Luke using P.R.A.Y. Scripture. This group is open to
everyone. See a more in-depth description of
P.R.A.Y. Scripture on page 10. Begins January 14 and
continues through April 25.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 5:30 pm

Leader’s Home
Call for details
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Child Care: no

Sunday Morning

Sunday morning Connect Groups are designed to complement corporate worship by
building relationships and furthering your growth as a disciple of Jesus in a small group
setting. By joining one of our year round Sunday morning Connect Groups you will have the
opportunity to not only become refreshed, but also to become connected to God and His
people.

A Love Story
Shawn & Mary Yost
330.966.2800

Join other young couples as we grow our marriages based
on a healthy biblical foundation. We will discuss topics
related to marriage and also incorporate bible studies that
strengthen our faith. This is a great opportunity to connect
with other couples as we share and laugh together. Begins
January 14.
Requirements: Bible, For married couples in their
mid-20s to early 30s.
Sunday, 9:00 am

E-102

Child Care: yes

Farr Out Marrieds
Ryan & Rachel Farr
330.550.3913

The goal of our group is to provide an environment where
young couples can foster relationships and connection by
studying God’s word and engaging in discussion together.
Our hope is to cultivate conversations that prompt young
couples to ask the question, “How can we honor and
serve God in our 24/7 life?” Our studies for this winter will be
the following:
1. “Galatians” by Kyle Idleman (1/7 - 2/25)
2. “The Crazy Cycle” by Emerson Eggerichs (3/4 – 3/25)
Farr Our Marrieds is for married couples with children
through 5th grade
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am

L-42

Child Care: yes
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Between Friends
Charles & Paula Englehardt
330.699.5624

Between Friends is a Sunday morning Connect Group that
is open to anyone and that is together for the long term to
build relationships. Our times together promote a personal
relationship with Jesus through Bible teaching focused on
changing hearts. It is our goal to be transformed by
the Holy Spirit from the inside out and to be equipped to
live out and share the Good News that can transform
the home and world. This winter we will follow along with
Pastor Stan’s series from the Gospel of Luke. Gospel means
good news, and Jesus offered good news to everyone
throughout His ministry. To the sick, he offered healing; to
the hurting, comfort; to the outcast, acceptance; and to
the sinner, forgiveness and salvation. Begins January 7 and
continues through April 29.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 10:30 am		

L-3		

Child Care: yes

Couples of Promise
Jeff & Julie Schumacher
and Jason & Molly Yost
330.494.1058

This Winter we will study Grace Based Parenting by Tim
Kimmel. Too much of today’s Christian parenting is based
on fear of the world, fear of America’s liberal culture, fear
of other parents’ and church’s opinions. Grace Based
Parenting relies on God’s love, replicates His forgiveness
and commitment to His children, and displaces fear as a
motivator for our behavior while providing a blueprint
for building confident, courageous, loving, well-rounded
children. Begins January 14.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am		

L-41		

Child Care: yes

P.R.A.Y. Scripture College/Career
Peter & Paula Guiler

Beginning January 14, we will be studying the book
of Luke using P.R.A.Y. Scripture. See a more in-depth
description of P.R.A.Y. Scripture on page 10.
Open to young adults ages 18-23
Sunday, 11:30 am		
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E-104

Child Care: no		

First Love
Judy Piatt & Tara Beachy
330.704.1985

This class is for women of all ages and stages of life
with a hunger for the Word of God. First Loves takes its
name from Revelation Chapter 2 as a charge to always
remember Jesus as our first love. Our schedule for Winter
is as follows:
Jan. 7: Welcome Back Sunday
Jan. 14-Feb. 4: Living Life Together by Shauna Niequest
Feb. 11-April 22: Psalm 119 by Matt Chandler
**Both studies have participant handouts available for
printing at no charge on Right Now Media.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am

E-104

Child Care: yes

For Christ
Bill & Sherry Patrie
and Mark & Liz Baker
330.494.5242

From school to work to friends and social media sources,
the claims of Christ followers are under direct attack.
Are you prepared to take on these challenges? Just as
importantly, are your children equipped with proper
tools and information to effectively answer the tough
questions that come their way? Keeping Your Kids On
God’s Side by Natasha Crain will replace doubts with
confidence and will provide Christians of all ages with the
information necessary to respond to challenges to their
faith.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am

L-43

Child Care: yes

It’s Personal
Roger & Laura Foote
330.966.2800

Gospel In Life by Timothy Keller is an intensive 8-week
session on the gospel and how it is lived out in life – first in
your heart, then in your community, and then in the world.
Begins January 14 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible, Gospel in Life: Grace Changes Everything
by Timothy Keller
Sunday, 9:00 am

L-1

Child Care: yes
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Go Getters
Paul Johnson &
Steve Robinson
330.966.2800

Transformation should be the goal of every true disciple
of Jesus Christ. Transformation comes at a cost and an
important aspect of transformation is the Word of God. The
Word of God does several very important things:
1. It reveals the Holy nature and character of God
2. It gives us instructions for Godly living
3. It reveals God’s master plan for the world
4. It tells us what is coming in the future
5. It tells us what is in store for every true disciple
Please join us as we are navigating through the Bible and
seeking the revelation of what God has for us. We are
currently going through the books of 1st and 2nd Samuel.
Begins January 7 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 10:30 am

L-2

Child Care: yes

Growing Disciples
Greg Roth
330.418.6099

Our group will continue to study the Gospel of Matthew
with comparative studies from the Old Testament and New
Testament using the First Friends denominational
Illuminate study series. What does Jesus want from us, and
what do we do to answer Him? We are open to all adults.
Starts December 3 and goes until February 28.
Requirements: Bible, Illuminate study guide
Sunday, 10:30 am

L-6

Child Care: yes

PRAY
Jerry & Tammy
Legerwood
330.605.2273
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The PRAY Sunday morning group is for anyone desiring
an in-depth, interactive Bible study. This Winter we will
continue our study of the life of Jesus as recorded in the
Gospel of Luke. We are not as concerned about getting
through the gospel of Luke as we are the Gospel of Luke
getting through us as we look for ways to challenge
our understanding of Jesus and how to best apply new
revelation to our current walk with Him. Begins January
14.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am

M-121

Child Care: yes

The Honeymooners
Phil & Mandi Johnson
330.232.1410

This group is for couples in their first few years of marriage,
with or without children, and who desire to grow stronger
in their faith journey, learn more about biblical intimacy, and
develop skills for overcoming adversity in marriage. Join us
Winter semester for Grace Filled Marriage by Tim Kimmel. In
this video study we will learn how a marriage built on grace
results in loving, fulfilling, happy marriages that truly make a
difference. Begins January 14 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am

E-112

Child Care: yes

P. R.A.Y. Scripture
Randy & Susan
Morgan

We will be studying the book of Luke using
P.R.A.Y. Scripture. See a more in-depth description
of P.R.A.Y. Scripture on page 10. Beginning January
14 and continuing through April 25. Open to all.
Requirements: Bible, Journal
Sunday, 9:00 am

L-2

Child Care: yes

Parents of Teens
Mark & Christy McGuier
and Bob & Amy Smith
330.966.2800

We will dive into Chip Ingram’s study, Effective Parenting
in a Defective World. In this Right Now Media video study
we will learn biblical principles for successful parenting
in a defective world that seems to contradict every godly
principle we try to instill in our children. Begins January14.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am

L-6

Child Care: yes
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Singles With Purpose
Cheryl Phillips
& Mike Miller
330.647.3174

We are group of single adults (age 40+) who come together
for prayer and the study of God’s Word. Our focus is on
Christ and caring for and encouraging one another in good
and bad times. We take comfort in Paul’s words that as
singles we are better able to focus on how we can serve
Christ. Whether content with singleness or not, you are
welcome to join us as we seek to follow Christ. We are
always open to new participants. This group is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 9:00 am		

E-113

Child Care: yes

Celebrate Life
Join us as we study God’s Word, apply it to life, and
encourage each other in our walk with Christ. God has a
wonderful and fulfilling vision for your life. Together we will
focus on areas to consider in discerning God’s will and how
our response can make all the difference. Begins January 14
and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible, for adults
Sunday, 10:30 am		

L-42		

Child Care: yes

Altitude
Melissa Millican
330.966.2800
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Join young adults this winter and spring as we continue
The Foundations: 260 Day Bible Plan for Busy Believers by
Robby and Kandi Gallaty. With Foundations, you can
read through the key, foundational passages of the Bible in
one year, while still having the flexibility of reading
5 days per week. By using the H.E.A.R. journaling method,
you will be guided through Highlighting, Explaining,
Applying, and Responding to passages, allowing for
practical application throughout the year-long plan. Begins
January 14.
Requirements: Bible, Ages 18 - 29 both college and career
Sunday, 9:00 am

E-106

Child Care: yes

Firm Foundation
Ron Crock
330.284.5866

We are a group of people who love First Friends Church. We
are of all ages and faith backgrounds and love to delve into
current topics of interest. We have fellowship together as
we learn more about the love of God and how we are called
to be light in a dark world. Come with an open mind and
heart as we seek the Holy Spirit to fill us to overflowing.
Begins January 14 and is ongoing.
Requirements: Bible
Sunday, 10:30 am

Tran
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Transform The Home

Child Care: yes
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Tammy Forsythe
Children's Ministry

Sunday Morning

Preschool – Kindergarten 9:30 and 11:00 am
Elementary 9:30 am
Our children will experience lessons through hands-on, age appropriate activities
designed to get them into the Bible. Children will see the whole Bible and how
God’s Big Story connects to their own story. God will be the center of every lesson.
We will create space for worship. Our lessons will encourage our children to
respond to God through the Holy Spirit.
Elementary 11:00 am
Children are invited to attend and participate in the beginning part of the church
worship service. They will be dismissed to their Children’s Church classes from
there. Children’s Church will give them the opportunity to strengthen their
relationship with God and others.

Christian Life Club

Wednesdays, 7:00 pm
Christian Life Club, or CLC, is an activity based midweek opportunity for children
ages 3 through 5th grade. We praise God through music and enjoy a Bible
lesson in Chapel each week. Miss Tammy leads Preschool Chapel and Miss Kris
leads Elementary Chapel. Children will participate in various activities in their
classrooms.

Children’s Choirs

Wednesdays, 6:00 pm
For those who enjoy singing to Jesus we give the opportunity to join our choirs.
- 4’s, 5’s, kindergartners and 1st graders meet in E-122 with Miss Glenda
- 2nd – 6th grade meet in E-110 with Miss Tammy

Children’s Ministry Important Dates
January
March

March
April
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17 CLC and Choir begins
31 Easter Egg Hunt

28 No CLC and Choir
25 Last night for CLC and Choir

Ben Croston

Middle School Youth
Ministry

Greenhouse 242, is the name of our Middle School Ministry and is for 6th to 8th graders. Our
purpose is to make an environment for youth to grow into devoted followers of Jesus.
Acts 2:42 says that, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” We believe that by students growing
in their devotion in these areas, God produces fruit in their lives. Fruit from God is what we
want our students to experience, and for their love and knowledge of Him to grow.
Come join us as we build friendships, have fun, study the Bible, and allow God to grow us
into the people He desires us to be.
- Sunday in Room E-101 from 9:00 - 10:15 am
- Wednesday in Room E-101 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm
- Monthly Bible Studies, Bonfires, Movies, and Family Challenge Nights.
- Special Events will include Progressive Dinners, Nerf Wars, Snow Camp and
Spring Retreat
For more information on our programming and events throughout the year, please visit our
website at greenhouse242.com
For any questions you might have, feel free to contact Ben Croston at
bcroston@firstfriends.org
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Scott Calhoun
High School Youth
Ministry

Vision & Mission:

To awaken a generation of students to know Jesus as
savior, grow in Jesus, and serve like Jesus.
We achieve this by providing and engaging effective programs that promote spiritual
growth, teach God’s word, and encourage evangelism and service within the church
and community. See details below:

Regular Programming
Sunday - Room E-111 from 9:00 - 10:15 am
Join us for worship and a relevant message to help you grow in your faith 		
and experience a friendly, fun, and exciting atmosphere
Wednesday - Room E-111 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Beginning in September: Come experience a high-energy night of worship, 		
games, and a relevant teaching. You may also participate in a small group 		
Bible study.
Gear Up Team
This ministry equips and empowers students to lead. The Gear Up Team is
encouraged to cast vision and implement it, knowing that they are 			
empowered by the Holy Spirit and supported by those around them. More 		
information to come.
Sent
Saturday mornings throughout the year, join us each month as we go to 		
various ministry locations in the Canton community and serve those with 		
our time and talents.

Important Dates:
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Winter Retreat January
Winter Jam March

For additional ministry events and information go to warehouse514.org, or contact
Scott Calhoun at scalhoun@firstfriends.org.

Shawn Yost

Marriage & Family
Ministry

Vision Statement

Discipling couples to experience and then pass on Christ’s transforming
power in their marriage and family.
Strong marriages are the foundation of a strong family. Strong families are the foundation
of a strong church and community. First Friends Church is committed to encouraging and
equipping couples to build strong marriages through the following ministries: Premarital Classes and Mentoring, Marriage Counseling, Connect Groups, Marriage Retreats and
Family Events.
We believe so strongly in the preparation for marriage that we require the following of all
couples planning on being married by any of our First Friends pastors:
1. A personal commitment to Jesus Christ as savior
2. Regular attendance in worship services
3. “Before You Say I Do” Classes – Four sessions (Sunday, January 15)
4. Six sessions with a mentor couple

Important Dates: Marriage Retreat February 23-15
Paul Johnson
Senior Adult
Ministry

The Senior Ministry of First Friends Church is designed to bring together adults age 60 and
over into community in order to develop relationships and faith of our participants. We
do this through various activities, which include Bible studies, trips and outings, monthly
luncheons, and special events. We encourage any and all who are included in this age
group to become involved in our ministry so that together we can form a strong bond of
believers to support our church and each other.

Senior Ministry Important Dates:
January 13 Senior Luncheon
February 10 Senior Luncheon
March 10 Senior Luncheon
April 14 Senior Luncheon
May 19 Senior Luncheon

** All are at 11:30 am in rooms L-42/43
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Theresa Maxin

Director Of Connect Groups
and Women’s Ministry

Our Mission

To see women transformed into the likeness of our Savior Jesus Christ in their
heart, in their home and in their world.

Our Vision

Women loving God and one another.
“And they will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the
display of His splendor.” Isaiah 61:3b
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Shawn Yost

Adoption-Foster
Ministry

Our Mission

To educate and involve the Church body in adoption, foster and orphan care in our
community and throughout the world, embracing a spirit of adoption according to
biblical principles.

Our Vision

- To educate the church body in adoption, foster and orphan care in our
community and throughout the world.
- To involve families in the biblical mandates of providing for children through
adoption, foster care or care of orphans on an international level.
- To create a "spirit of adoption", understanding and community of support for
those who are called and choose to provide direct care for these children.
If you are interested in joining our ministry team or have questions regarding
fostecare or adoption please contact Paula Gates: 330.417.9646

Important Date: Adoption Luncheon for Families
April 15

Shawn Yost
Men's Ministry

We are committed to equipping men to become “disciples of Jesus", and then to
make disciples, who make disciples. We want to be men of integrity, grounded
in God's Word, devoted to prayer, accountable to one another, committed to our
families, and raising up the next generation of leaders.
Opportunities to join us:
- Men’s Connect Groups: Bible studies/Connect Groups
- Quarterly fellowship breakfast
- Quarterly service projects and special events
For more information on men's ministries, activities and upcoming events at FFC,
email Pastor Shawn Yost at syost@firstfriends.org.
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All Out Sports

firstfriendssports.com | email sports@firstfriends.org | phone 330.966.6868

offers opportunities for health, fitness, friendship, fun, competition, venue for outreach, and
spiritual development for the whole family in an inviting, Christ-centered atmosphere.

Online
Registration

firstfriendssports.com
Ryan Farr

Pastor of
Sports Ministry

Melissa Millican

Nick Campanelli

Assistant Coordinator Sports Ministry
of Sports Ministry
Program Coodinator

August-December

Basketball
Boys and Girls (Grades 2-6)
Men’s (Age 18+ &amp; 40+)
Men’s Bring Your Own Team
Women’s (Age 18+)
Volleyball
Adult Co-ed (18+)
Arts Academy
Traditional, Specific and Hip Hop Dance
Classes Age 3-17
Drawing Classes Age 6-17
Drama Classes Age 6-17
Cheer
Girl’s Cheerleading (Gr K-6)
Soccer
Youth Co-Ed (ages 4-15)
Flag Football
Youth Age Gr K-6
Men’s Age 18+
Softball
Co-Ed Age 15+
Fall Sports Sunday – Date TBD

January-May

Basketball
Boys (Grades 7-8)
Boys & Girls Clinic (Grades K-1)
Men’s (Age 18+ &amp; 40+)
Women’s (Age 18+)
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Risa Blyer

Director of
Administration
for Sports Ministry

Volleyball
Girls (Grades 2-12)
Adult Co-ed (18+)
Arts Academy
Traditional, Specific and Hip Hop Dance
Classes Age 3-17
Drawing Classes Age 6-17
Drama Classes Age 6-17
Winter Sports Sunday – Date TBD

March-August Summer Camps

Basketball
Volleyball
Boys (Grades 9-12)
Co-Ed (Gr 3-8)
Men’s (Age 18+)
Basketball
Women’s (Age 18+)
Co-Ed (Gr K-6)
T-Ball
Boys (Gr 7-8)
Boys Girls (Age 5 & 6)
Arts Academy
Traditional and Hip Hop Dance
Baseball
Classes (Age 3-17)
Boys (Age 7-14)
Drawing Classes Age 6-17
Softball
Cheer Camp
Girls Fast Pitch (Age 7-11)
Girls (Gr K-6)
Men’s (Age 15+)
Sand Volleyball
Adult Co-Ed Sand (Age 18+)
High School Co-Ed Sand (Gr 9-12)
Soccer
Boys and Girls (Age 4-15)
Lacrosse
Boys and Girls (Gr K-12)
Summer Sports Sunday – Date TBD

First
Friends
Sports

January 17 / Wednesday night Connect Groups and CLC begin
February 3 / Belong Membership class
February 18 / Child Dedication
March 30 / Good Friday Service
March 31 / Easter Egg Hunt
April 1 / Easter & Water Baptisms
April 22 / Child Dedication
April 25 / Connect Groups and CLC end
April 28 / Belong Membership class
May 10 / Mother’s Day
June 17 / Father’s Day
June 25-29 / Vacation Bible School
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5455 Market Ave N, Canton, OH 44714
330. 966.2800

