First Friends Church

“The Gift of Presence is LOVE”

December 13, 2009

INTRO: The Gift of Presence means God is WITH You! 

Immanuel – God is WITH you! Isaiah 7:14 / Matt. 1:23
REVIEW:

Week #1: The Gift of God’s Presence is HOPE!

   God always keeps his promises so WAIT in FAITH!
Week #2: The GIFT of God’s PRESENCE is JOY!  

So “joice” and rejoice! Phil. 4:8

MESSAGE: The Gift of God’s presence is LOVE.

LOVE always wins in the end, so love COURAGEOUSLY!


God IS love and He wins in the end! 1 John 4:8

Love never fails! 1 Cor. 13:8


God loves you and me, and that makes us winners! 

Over-comers! Rom. 8:37


But evil opposes love at every opportunity!

The Truth about Opposition: God / Satan   Good / Evil    

Right / Wrong    Life / Death   

Evil’s captain is Satan - There is an opposite force to 

a good and loving God.  Jn. 10:10;

Evil’s target is us - This opposition is directed 

towards God’s children. Gen. 3; 1 Pet. 5:8

Evil’s deception is strong - Our struggle is not against 

people but against evil powers. Ephes. 6:12

*Jesus came and conquered sin, hell and the grave, 

and one day will conquer all evil!

The Christmas Story: Courageous LOVE wins in the end

Text: Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38 

1. Mary overcomes fear of rejection by Joseph, family and friends in order to love and obey God.

2. Joseph overcomes his desire to divorce Mary, and faces the rejection of family and friends in order to love and obey God.

3. They overcome a 90 mile trip to Bethlehem while Mary is pregnant.

4. They overcome inadequate living & birthing quarters.

5. They overcome being refugees in Egypt in order to protect Jesus from Herod’s slaughter.

6. They overcome starting over again in Nazareth 3-4 years later with business, family and friends.

Because of God’s great love Jesus overcomes opposition from Satan, and the people he created, in order to live, love, die, rise in resurrection, and save the world from evil.


Phil. 2:5-11

What opposition are you facing?

Christmas story reveals we all struggle with FEAR!

The fear of God not keeping his promises? The fear of giving up control in obedience? The fear of what others will think, do and say? The fear of not getting my way! The fears regarding health, school, finances, job, being alone, marriage, children, parents, etc.


What is your greatest fear right now?
1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear…”

MESSAGE: The Gift of God’s presence is LOVE. 


LOVE always wins in the end…


          So LOVE COURAGEOUSLY!
