“Romance & Redemption”
Lessons from the Book of Ruth

ACT 1: The Power of Faithfulness

Why study Ruth? What does true faithfulness look like? What impact does it have on others? We will all have times when we are tempted to give up on God and each other. Do we believe in a FAITHFUL God? Do you have a truly faithful friend? Am I a faithful friend?
Matt. 1: God’s Redeemer would come through Ruth’s descendents! Even during our darkest days God is still working out His sovereign plan and purposes. Even though we fail him and our faith becomes “faint” He remains faithful.

2 Timothy 2:13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful; for he cannot deny himself.
Main Characters: Who will you identify with?
1. Naomi the Widow: How do we respond when everything seems to be falling apart? What do our trials reveal we truly believe about God’s faithfulness? How do we learn to humbly receive the faithfulness of friends & family (let pride go)? How do we remain faithful to God even when He seems silent or against us? How do we live among unbelieving family members & friends in such a way as to cause them to say “I’m sticking with you and your God”?

2. Ruth the Foreign Widow: What does faithfulness look like in our relationships? How do we believe in someone who doesn’t believe in themselves? How do we help others with “less faith” to lean on us when we are full of faith? What faithful words and actions do other need from us? Who in your life needs a friend that sticks closer than a brother? 
3. Boaz the single son of Prostitute Rahab: What does faithfulness look like in a godly man? How does a man speak and act with faithful integrity in his work, with his resources, and his relationships with coworkers? What does faithfulness look like in relationships with women? How about romantic relationships? What does a faithful hero, rescuer and redeemer look like?
Message: God’s Faithfulness empowers us to be faithful and true in all we do!
Faithful – loyal, constant, true to one’s word & promise, devoted, steadfast



Faithfulness – fruit of Spirit (Galatians 5) Its WHO God is, and who He call ME to be!


God is FOREVER FAITHFUL - “Faithful & True” – Jesus’ Name in Revelation 19:11


Unfaithfulness is to betray the relationship by breaking your word. 
Ruth background: Author unknown (Samuel?) Story set in time of judges. This was a 400-year period after Israel entered the promised land w/ Joshua & before kings in Israel.

The book of Judges comes before Ruth Judges 21:25 says, "In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes." It was a very dark time in Israel. The people would sin, God would send enemies to discipline, people would cry for help, and God would mercifully raise up a judge to deliver them. 
TEXT: Ruth 1

Act 1 - Scene 1: (vs 1-5) Elimelech takes wife Naomi, and sons Mahlon and Kilion to Moab because of famine, Elimelech dies, two sons marry Orpah and Ruth, 10 yrs later sons dies; 

Scene 2: The Power of Faithfulness – faithful and true in all you do! READ Vss. 8-18
 
    (vs 6-18) Naomi decides to return to Bethlehem of Judah (Lord is blessing crops), 

     Daughters in law decide to join her. ..Go Back!  

1. Power of Faithful Words (blessing) - believe the Lord is FAITHFUL to still 

bless & hear her prayers for OTHERS! (easier)    Prov. 18:21
       a. Naomi: Go back and may the Lord bless you. (Vs 8) 

2. Power of Faithful Lament – God can handle it! 
a. Naomi: You shouldn’t come with me GOD’S HAND IS AGAINST ME! (13)
3. Power of Faithful Touch!
a. Ruth: Clung to her. (Vs 14) Orpah cried but went home.
4. Power of Faithful Promise – speaking full faith into Naomi’s faint faith!

a. Ruth: “Where you go I will go, your people will be my people, your God my God.”
5. Power of Faithful Witness - Ruth learned to trust in Naomi's God.


6. Power of Faithful Follow-thru (actions) – went with her to Bethlehem.



Note: Important that she get back to Bethlehem…REDEEMER would be born!

Prov. 18:24 One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.
Scene 3: (19-22) Return to Bethlehem, approx ten years later, people excited to see her…


Lessons on Faithfulness:

1. Power of FAITHFUL Suffering - faithful to a God who brings affliction.

a. Name change: don’t call me Naomi (pleasant) call me Mara (bitter). vs. 20 
I was full now I’m empty…God has afflicted me.
i. Is your theology big enough for a God who brings affliction?
b. God brings affliction (punishment) to turn his people from SIN. 
Is. 30 19 People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no more. How gracious he will be when you cry for help! As soon as he hears, he will answer you. 20 Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, 
1 Kings 8: 35 “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have sinned against you, and when they pray toward this place and give praise to your name and turn from their sin because you have afflicted them, 36 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin…Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land…

c. God did NOT bring this affliction: Naomi MISINTERPRETED trials.

d. Trials should NOT change our IDENTITY! Name change TOO FAR!

i. What would your name be if it reflected how you feel about yourself?
** FAITHFUL GOD – They arrived in Bethlehem during barley harvest. (next week)


* Naomi would learn faith lesson in Genesis 50:20: "As for you, you meant it 

for evil against me [Joseph says to his brothers]; but God meant it for good."

Application: Who do you identify with in the story? In what ways are you “faith-less”? 


Faith-full?    Ask God to fill you with the fruit of His Spirit: FAITHFULNESS
“Faithful Redeemer” Jesus: John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. 
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