“Mercy Is a Verb”– Matthew 5:7
July 4, 2010

Review: The blessed life…

The pleasures of God that satisfy the soul.
“Spiritual Bankruptcy”… “Good Grief”… “Be Assertive, Not Aggressive”… “Fast Sin, Feast on the Spirit”
Matthew 5:7  “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”

Message: Show Mercy. Leave Judgment to Jesus! 

I. God is Rich in Mercy! Dt. 4:31; Ephes. 2:4
II. Mercy AND Grace – Mercy is a verb. Grace is a gift.
A. Mercy (chesed) gives what is desperately needed, not what is deserved. Luke 18:13

B. Grace (charis – gift) gives generous gifts beyond 

what we could ever imagine (eternal life).  

             Ephes. 2:8-9 It is by grace you are saved...
III. Leave Judgment to Jesus! Man’s justice often feels 

       more like judgment! Justice for all, but mercy for me!
A. Mercy Principle: the measure of mercy we 

give, we will receive. Matt. 7:1; James 2:12

* Mercy triumphs over judgment!

IV. Cry out for mercy and receive grace too! Heb. 4:16
A. Mercy is a gift of the Holy Spirit; evidence that 

Jesus is at work in us. Rom. 12:8

B. Mercy is also a command - Luke 6:36 
Matthew 9:13 “Go learn what this means: I desire mercy, not sacrifice…came to save the sick, not the well.”

Micah 6:8 “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

DNA Discussion Guide
“Mercy Is a Verb”– Matthew 5:7
Opening Prayer: Father, teach us to love & show mercy!
Stan’s Message: Show Mercy. Leave Judgment to Jesus! 

Digging In:
1. Describe a time when you’ve been shown mercy.

2. How have you been shown the riches of God’s mercy? Ephes. 2:4

3. What does mercy look like? Lk. 10:25-37; 18:35-43

4. How did judgment get in the way of mercy in these passages? (See also Luke 6:37-42)

5. What does merit have to do with mercy? Luke 6:26ff

6. Is mercy a spiritual gift that God gives to some and not others? Romans 12

7. God’s mercy and grace are similar but He promises both (Heb. 4:16). Why do you think we need both?

Application:

1. If I show mercy, won’t I just get run over all the time? Who will hold people accountable? How will I get people to do what I need them to do?

2. Is your natural bent toward mercy or judgment?

3. Who do you know that is desperate for God’s mercy? How can you bless them?

4. How will you apply Matthew 9:13 this week?
“Go learn what this means: I desire mercy, not sacrifice…came to save the sick, not the well.”
Share prayer requests and pray for each other.
This week meditate on the next Beatitude – Mt. 5:8
